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People of England, &c. 


1 Gentlemen and Brethren, 
T ought to be ſome 


555 Point of great Impor- 
wp tance, that can ſuffici- 
W ently juſtify lo general 
an Addreſs as hie, which is laid 
before you. You will ſay, like- 
- iſe, an Author ſhould ſeriouſly 
Veigh the Liberty he takes upon 
him, of preſuming to impeach the 


A 2 pre- 


(4) 


preſent State of doctrinal Preach, 
ing in the Church. Theſe Thing: 
have been well confider'd.” 


Since the Rights, or rather the: 
Neceſſities of Mankind, in the A,, 
fair of Salvation, do call for ſom & 
Remark on this Head; and nothin 
ought to deter either, Tu or M 
from entertaining and ein 
Truth; I ſhall endeavour. to 0 
cute what I have judg'd neceſſary 
on the preſent Occaſion, with the 
ſtricteſt Impartiality and Juſtice. 


That the Cauſe of Religion h 
declined for many Tears, eve} 
Perſon appears ſenſible. Among 
the various Reaſons aſſign'd for 1; 
I happen to think, many falſe On 
have been ſtarted, but the pri 

. 


EY 


pal Reaſon not yet hit upon; In 
my Apprehenſion, the eſtabliſh'd 
Miniſters have ſuffer'd the Cauſe 
to die in their own Hands : By de- 
parting from the Old Method of 
Preaching, for the ſake of a dange- 
rous Politeneſs ; and further, by 
$ departing from their firſt and ori- 
ginal Tenets; which has given 
Countenance to what is called Na- 
tural Religion, in ſuch a Meaſure, 
as to ſhut out Reveal'd Religion, 
and ſuperſede the GospEI. 


It will be found, by a diligent 

Obſerver, that there are not only 
Faſbions of the World, but it may 
be ſeen there have been Faſßbions of 
| Religion, unhappily led up by 
& thoſe Perſons, who ſhould be ſup- 
W poled, in this Point, never to vary. 


Reli- 


(6) 


Religion, from ſeveral Incidents | 


which ] ſhall touch upon in theſe 

Papers, is become a new Thing. 

It is in vain to cry out againſt De. | 

iſts and Infidels, when the Prote. | 

ſtant Watchmen have deſerted their | q 

Poſt, and themſelves have open'd | * 

the Gap to the Enemy. | 
This Conſequence could not but | 


follow, and, 1 dare ſay, was dil 
cern'd by ſerious Perſons a Cen | p 
tury ago, when Miniſters take up- 

on them to leave the Bible, and, Þ * [ 
rather than with that, are delight Þ * 
ed in the curious Fields of Learn Þ 4 
ing, Oratory, Pomp, and Pow. 
Learning and Oratory, it muſt be 8h 
own'd, are arriv'd at great Per- ye 
fection; but our true Cl Divi inc 
is gone. Amidft theſe ſplendid 

Trifle, | 


| * 

Trifles, the GosrEL is really loft. 

*1 ſhall ſet this Matter in a full 

Light, by opening two material 

; | Articles. 

| Firſt, The Method of obtaining 
| Heaven. And, 


n 


Sͤccondly, Man's Power in him- 
ſelf, or not Power, to be virtuous. 


It was an univerſal Belief amongſt 
Proteſtants at the Reformation, 
and the Pulpit knew no other 
i Language, that Faith only is the 
genuine Method of Salvation: Not 
Faith and Works together, or Works 
{more properly, as hath been held 
forth within ſeventy or eighty 
Tears laſt paſt. This latter Way, 
Indeed, is no Way at all; rightly 
con- 


(89 


conſider'd, it carries with it a Coy, | 
tradition to it ſelf, For if Work: 
are join'd to Faith, not as Prot; | 
of Faith, but as Means together, | 
or rather the principal Means of 
Salvation, as now our Pulpits | 


almoſt univerſally repreſent ; the 
Matter is reſolv'd finally into 


Works merely, and not Faith. This | 
Notion, in Effect, excludes Chriſt. 
There cannot be a mix'd Way to 


J 


Acceptance: It muſt be by Chril| 
wholly, or our ſelves wholly ; not out 
ſelves in Part, and Chrift in Part 


with a View to make up our De- 


fects. Indeed, ſuch a Notion car-| 
ries a leaſh Appearance at hil:Þ 


View ; but the Truth is a Stranger 


to it: The Reformation diſcerniÞ 
better; and the Scripture, wheiÞ 5, 
it principally treats this Subject, 

I meal WE 


TS ) 
mean St. Paul's Epiſtles, declares 
Stherwiſe. If by Grace (that is, 
Þy God's free Favour through 
Lit, Election to Life ariſes) 
ben is it no more of Works; other- 


wt be of Works, then is it no more 
race; otberwiſe Work is no more 


W ork, 


The Place of Works in a Chri- 
tian Man's Salvation, is, that 
they are Marks and Prooſs of Faith. 
They are Signs of Juſtification ; 
hot the Cauſe or Motive of Juſtifica- 
ton, in any Meaſure. Chriſt's 
orks, which alone were perfect 
their Kind, are, with God, that 
. entirely. Morality, and 
ety of Converſation, may, and 
qught to be ended in Ser- 
B mons, 


iſe Grace is no more Grace, But if 
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(10) 
mons, as whereby a Chriſtizr 
ſhould demonſtrate his Faith; bu, 
at preſent, they are generally 1. 
commended upon a different Fo %, 
Mankind are led to underſtand“ 8 
and apprehend, that they are pri, 
cipally to be fav'd by Repentanc ; 
and other moral Endeavour} . 
Theſe Things are good; but ini} 4 
wrong View they are ruinous, | wy 

. 
Te 
en 


2 


View undeſign'd by the new Di 
penſation. This is not to preach 
the GospEL. It is Moſes ſtill, thep, 
Rod of the Moral Law, ſtill hel 1 
over Men; which, in the EndÞ Ye 
can do no other than condemſ ter 
This may be called a bringig ma 
back the old Diſpenſation, a rewÞ Na 
ving Sin and Miſery, provid mu 
Perſons go to the Iſſue of the A try 


gument. Whereas, Chriſt was E 
Zu 


CL 


Hud of the Law, the complete Ful- 
Hiller of it, for Righteouſneſs to them 
ho believe, No Man contributes, 
properly the leaſt Grain to his own 
Salvation. 

| If we read Luthers Sermons, 
Calvin luſtitutions, or any of the 
bd Doctors of hs Reformation, 
wwe find ſuch their invariable — 
guage. This Language yielded 
geal Incouragement to an Audi- 
ence: It convey'd no confus'd, but 
i diſtin&t Idea. In brief; hs 
ders Salvation a practicable Mat- 
ter, which modern Preaching 
makes a Thing impracticable. T he 
Nature of our Caſe calls for ſv 
much, we owe ſo much to the Glo- 
bY of the GospEL. 

[ | 
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I know the Precaution of the 
Pulpit raiſes many Objectiont a. 
gainſt ſuch a Language: But iti; 
not for Man to form Schemes cf 


Salvation. Scripture certainly 1: 


wiſeſt, and generally, Antiquity i; 


wiſer than modern Times, in theſ; 
Matters. 


1here appear to me many Re: 
ſons why Faith only can obtain Sal 


vation. Some I will mention. Þ 


God is pure beyond all Imagination 
or Thought. The beſt Livers are 


mmperſect in their beſt Performan- 


ces. The Meſſiah, by his perto- 


nal Virrue, fulfilled the moral Law I 


perfedly, inſtead of fallen, and ſtil 
corrupted Man. By a Cloathing 


form'd out of his Righteouſneſs 
Man 


(13) 
Man may be faved indeed. Now 
þpon this Proſpect human Nature 
feceives proper Incquragement, and 
exerts readily its moral Endea- 
yours upon a Foot of Gratitude, 
upon a Foot of TI hankfulneſs, up- 
on a Foot of glorifying God belies 
Men. The Salvation of a Chri- 
ſtian is already effected, is already 
finiſh'd, if at all, by n Chriſt, 
even before Mens Works were 


wrought, or themſelves born into 
the World. 


I This Aﬀertion may found oddly 
| at preſent (there having been a 
D:/uſe of ſuch Doctrines, and con- 
Irary Notions, now introduced, 


for many Yearg) but the Chorch 
Articles hold out this Senſe : And, 


Ferhaps, in ſome future Time, it 
| may 


4H 
1 
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may become cuſtomary, and ac. 
ceptable again, 


Who would imagine, if he on 
hears Diſcourles in the Cyurcu 
ENGLAND, and takes the Matte 
implicitly, that there is ſome 4. 
ticle conſtantly in the Comme 
Prayer Book, expreſly contrary ti 
what engages the Perſon in th: 
Pulpit? Who would imagine ( 
am ſorry to ſay theſe Things) th:| 
many Clergymen ſubſcribe to tl: 


Thirty Nine Articles, and profel| 
to believe them before the Peop|; 


at Admithon into a Living, he 
ſecretly disbelieve the very Chit 
of them, and preach againſt the! 


all their Lives? I call that disb 
lieving, when Perſons deny a &F 
nuine and obvious Senſe, A Cit 

which 


(15) 


hich affords no large Proof of 
that Integrity and Honeſty, which 
ought to be expected at ſuch Hands. 

Caſe which merits to be confi. 
gerd, and which may juſtly teach 
the Laity Precaution and Care, in 
2 View which ſo highly concerns 
hw 


4 


The eleventh Ariicle of the Cuurcn 
| of ENGLAND. 


= 
2 


Of the Juſtification of Man. 


Me are accounted righteous before 


650 only for the Merit of our Lord 


&1d Saviour Jeſus Chriſt by Faith, 
ard not for our own Works or De- 
ſerongs. Wherefore, that we are 
blifed by Faith only, is a moſt 


* Doctrine, and very full of 


Com- 


| 
* 


(16) 
Comfort, as more largely is expreſſed | 
in the Homily of Juſtification, 


It appears hence, that Faith and 
Works together, and with ſome 
Preachers Works only, as non 
a-days generally urged, is a re- 
markable Variation from the ſup. | 
poſed Standard of Doctrine. Thr 
Method of urging Salvation upon 
the modern Sort, is vain and de- 
luſive. The other will bear the 
Teſt, and yields Satisfaction to 
the intelligent and ſerious Chr: 
ſtian. 


" It 1s obſervable, in the /n 
Senſe with this eleventh Article, 
are moſt of the old Books which 
filled the Preſs an hundred and 


fifty Years after the Reformation. | 
0! 


| (17) 
3 this Kind are ſeveral large 
olio's (though defaced and neg- 
5 ſill appearing in our Pariſh 
Churches. Theſe Monuments of 
Truth, and Antiquity, for the 
moſt Part are, Fox's Martyrology, in 
three Volumes, Biſhop Jewel's Apo- 
y, Eraſmus's Parapbraſe on the 
'New Teſtament ; Theſe, with the 
Book of Homilies (which, by the 
Way, are excellent Compoſitions) 
are all upon the Plan, and in the 
| Senſe 1 am here reaſoning for the 
| Revival of. In my humble Opi- 
nion, till the Uſe, at leaſt the 
denſe of theſe Writings, is reftor'd, 
there will be no ſubſtantial 88 
ing, nor real Morality, either a- 
mongſt Clergy or Laity. 


C The 


(15) 


The Second material Point I ſhall | 
inſtance, wherein the Clergy hay: | 


fallen away, both from the Doctos 
of the Reformation, and tbeir om 
Articles, is, the aſcribing to Man 


a Power of being virtuous, by the 
Strength of his own Reaſon an 


Free-Will. 


Luther, Calvin, and moſt Part f 


the Doctors, who had the Pro 
vince of Writing and Preaching, 2 


and preſently after the Reform 


tion, declared entirely againſt ſu 
Power : So does the Article I (hal 
now ſubjoin. 
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Te tenth Article of the Cuurcn 
1 of ENGLAND. 


Of Free-Will. 


, The Condition of Man after the 
* of Adam, is ſuch, that be can- 
wot turn and prepare himſelf by bis 
own natural Strength, and good Works, 
0 Faith and calling upon God: Where- 


Works, pleaſant and acceptable to God, 
pithout the Grace of God by Chriſt 

Preventing us, that we may have a 

od Will, and working with us when 
pe have that good ill. 

* 

It is obſervable, ſince the Time 

of Archbi/bop Laud, the Clergy have 

taken up a differen Language. 

From their Manner of ſpeaking 
| C 2 on 


ſo we bave no Power to do good | 


( 20 ) 1 
on this Subject (I always mean 
to the Main, and Drift of it) a} * 
Audience 1s led to apprehend, that 
every Perſon may be converted, 
and come into Belief, and into Vi. 
tue, by the Uſe of his Facultis| 
and Reaſon : By which Repreſenu 
tian, the Doctrine of ſupernaturi 
Aſſiſtance has been exploded, an 
is look'd upon as little better tha 
Cant and Enthufiaſm. Indeed 
under this artful Term, moſt d Ir, 
the old Doctrines have ſufferd * 
and been obliged to betake then 
ſelves into Corners and ObſcuriyÞ * 
Yet, in my humble Opinion, then, 
can be no other real Foundatoff 3 
of true Religion. For, if hum 
Nature, by virtue of Free- M 
(which no Proteſtant ever deny' 
ſo far as it can go) has an Abilih 
2 0 


9 


£ ( 21 
or Poſſibility, of believing, and of 
beiog virtuous, let the Upholders 
2 the new Syſtem render a Rea- 
ſon why Mankind is not more be- 
lieving, and more virtuous than in 
Fact we find them to be. In Caſe 
it be here ſaid, ſome Perſons will 
not uſe Reaſon, I ask again, muſt 
there not be a Cauſe of this un- 
— Turn in the Mind? Muſt 
not the Cauſe be ſome ſecret Cor- 
Sruption in the Condition of Na- 
ture? 


Moſt Perſons do think, indeed, 
that they have Strength to Kings 
| Yedpe, and to praCtiſe, when they 
0 to exert it: Alas! a Piece of 
If-Flattery, which proceeds from 
this very Corruption, and 1s a Part 
pf it. 1 apprehend, according to 
| the 


( 22 ) J 
the preſent Condition of Natur, | 
we may affirm, that it hath Free. 
dom to ſome Degree, but not to 
ſuch a Degree as to reach real Vi. 
tue, and true Light, without | 
new and extraordinary Aſſiſtance. |: 
has Freedom enough to condem 
it, for Folly and Immorality; 
but not ſo much as whereby to 
render it ſelf acceptable to the fu 
preme Being, We have all a Wi 
that is free, but not a Will that! 
good. 


A Neglect of this Conſideratioi 


has render'd modern Sermons of if 


Kind with the Lectures of Seneca 
or Epicletus. They are moni 
Eſſays, and that without 1 
Foundation. Here we may jult 
date that Paſſion for Natural Rel 

| 200 E 


(23) 
ion which has amus'd the World 
pf late Years: *Tis true, the Cler- 


py, though they allow and hold 


this Notion, yet they join Reveal d 


Rel gion with it. Herein, as ſeems 
to me, lies a great Error, juſt the 
rror which I before mention'd, 
3 Faith and Works toge- 
er, If Natural Religion exiſts, 
which the Clergy do evidently al. 
5 will it not follow, according 
the Deiſts, that Reveal'd Reli- 
gion is a Matter unneceſſary ? If Re- 
| yeal'd Religion is zmeceſſary, as it 
(uſt be, if the other is poſibly ſuffi- 
tent, I own I cannot well ſee how 
theall-wiſe Being, who does nothing 

in vain, can be ſuppoſed to have 


the 4 — 1 37 the I— i only, but 
the 


8. 
1 
5 


2 it. So that in Caſe Deiſm is 
e crime of the Age, it involves not 


4 
| 
* 
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the Conſequence unexpectly reaches 
much farther : Nay, the Forme 
are more conſiſtent in their Pre. 
tenſions, than ſome other Perſons, f 
In my humble Opinion, the Clcr. 
gy are palpably in the wrong, in 
holding two Pretenſions, which 1 
t! 


mutually overthrow one another, ® 
I cannot but think, that Natural Þ 7 
Religion ought abſolutely to b N 
deny'd. Yet, far be it from us tc 8 
cramp the divine Mercy, or F 

vour. In Heathen Countries, and 

under States where the Goseii 
never reach'd, the ſupreme Being 

can communicate the ſupernatural} | 
Aſſiſtance, of which I am ſpeak ; 
ing, if he pleaſes, to particuu * 
Men. 


Againk 


625 

Againſt any Power of this Kind 
in Nature, the Scripture, as well 
vs the Article I have quoted, ap- 


: 
7 


ns expreſs. The natural Man 
God. Except a Man be born avain, 
4 cannot ſee the Kingdom of God; 
that is, he cannot be a real Mem- 
ber of the Church of Curtsr 
dere, nor an Inheritor of that 
Happineſs which will be hereafter, 
W Man can come to me, except the 
"ng who hath ſent me di am 
him. 

n 


. 


} . . 
Towards making and forming a 


Chriſtian, if ſupernatural Aſjiſtance 
vt the divine Spirit was neceſſary 
at the Beginning of the Gosezr, 
do not fee what ſhould render it 
, neceſlary at any Time fince ; 
a D nor 


13 


— 
. 
a 
5 . 
F 


iſcerneth not the I hings which be of 


( 26 ) 


nor why it may not be expe 
now, but that Perſons want Faith, 
Human Learning, and human 
Wiſdom, have raſhly and vain! 
uſurped the Place of it. 


It is obſervable, theſe Old Prin- 
ciples are ſtill to be found among! 
Diſſenters, in a good Meaſure; 
which, 1 fear, may be Part of the 


Reaſon why the Clerg) have droj'! 4 
the Uſe of them, = 
an 


In regard theſe Doctrines welt * 
the Principles and Language of th 
Diſſenters, and others, who fol 4 
low'd the Standard of the Parl. e 


ment againſt King CyarLEs the * 
Firſt ; though they were not thi a 
particular Motives of the Wag k 
nor could contract any juſt Blame 8 

fron NPAul 


0 


from the unhappy Iſſue of that 
War; yet, at the Reſtoration of 
King CuaxLEs the Second, the 
Reſentment which took Place a- 
gainſt the Perſons of the Diſſenters, 
and ran high, I apprehend, led the 
Church Clergy, not only to be 
angry with the Men, but to for- 
ſake their Prenciples too, though 
right and innocent in themſelves, 
and afore-time held in common 
amongſt all Proteſtants. I his ap- 
pears, in my Opinion, the Begin- 
ning of Natural Religion, and Mo- 
ral Preaching. Every Thing be- 
lides began to be branded with the 
odious Term of Enthuſraſm, and 
L Hypocriſy, Hence Mankind loſt 
dight of former Principles; and a 
* Plan of Preaching found Ap- 
EPizuſe, from that Time to the 
D 2 preſent. 


(28) q 
preſent. This total Change in thþ 
Language of Preaching, no Doub /) 
cannot bear a juſt Vindication. }| # 
was a running into Extremes, whid| 
"tis high Time to rectify and adjulf 
I am not here inſinuating any Ape 
logy for Principles which tend 
Reſiſtance of the ſupreme Pour f 
only for the Revival of ſuch Pri f 
ciples which are eflentially Pif 
teſtant, and unconteſtable. 0 


» 


The unhappy Miſtake, whi 
Naturaliſls fell into, has, by !f 
orecs, affected the Taſte or M 
kind All Manner of old Writi po 
are nom diſdain'd. The Sermp e 
of Luther, the Sermons of Lali Jim) 
and Ridley, would, at preſent, 4 
little Quarter among! us. 


ſuch Diſcourſes have the only | 
k 


(29) 


Recommendations to Eſteem; they 


— folmded in Truth, ated have 


aud Senſe at the Bottom. 


4 
: 
* 
ö. 


Perhaps nothing but Uſe and 
Cuſtom renders the various Man- 
ner of Perſons Writings either dif 
pleaſing to us, or pleaſing. In any 
Kind of Philoſophy give me a new 
Writer, in Religion give me an 
old Writer. In this Caſe, no Man 
baving drank old Wine, ſtraightway 
uefireth new; for he ſaith, the old is 
Fetter. Experience declares againſt 
12 Divinity: That is, it has 

po proper Subſtance in it, to influ- 
puce the Actions of Mankind. Tis 
1 3mpoſſible it ſhould. It wants Pow- 
kr, it wants the indiſpenſable Aſſi- 
ſtance and Strength of the Holy 
3 cripture, If I am not miſtaken, Lu- 
ther 


1 
0 
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ther was wont to wiſh there wi: 


no Book in the World bee the 


Bible. Perhaps many Perſons be. 
gin to be of the ſame Opinion. 


Happy would it be for the Pro- 
teſtant World, would all Men! 


hold their grand Principles con- 


ſtently. The Reformers declarl 
the Scriptures a ſufficient Rule of 
Faith, and Manners; and pet, 
how largely have after Times taken 
upon them to add! how unaccount- | 
ably, if we obſerve ſeriouſly the 


Bulk of ſome national Eftabli(h- 
ments ! But be this as it may be: 


Doubtleſs the Miniſters of our Eita- Þ 
bliſhment ought not to hold the 


Parts of that Eſtabliſhment faſt au 
looſe. This will admit no Apology. 
If the Church be a Congregation 


ol 


* 
Ne 
; 
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of faithful Men (as our Eſtabliſh- 
ment affirms) where the pure Word 
„ God us prcachd, &c. let the 
pure Word be preach'd : Other- 
wiſe, according to Acknowledg- 
ment, it is not @ Church, 


do not ſay the Clergy have ad- 
vanced any Branches of Popi/+ 
Corruption. Popery ſeems not now 
the Danger, let Reverend Politi- 
cians give themſelves what Airs 
they pleaſe, our Danger is, u real 
Rey gion at all. 


In the mean Time, ſince a Fi- 
mine of the Word, as the Prophet 
expreſſes it, prevails in the Land, 
every private Chriſtian has a Right, 
and, I am ſorry to ſay ſo, has a 
Neceſſity, in my Apprehenſion, 10 

; ſeek 


(329 
ſeek his Bread in deſolate Place, 
The Laity has a Right to hear the! 
Truth, and, inftead of vain andy, 
barren Amuſement, to reap tre, 
Edification and Knowledge, 
WHERE-EVER THEY CAN Fix) 
IT. The ſame Rule will hold i» 
any furure Time, ſhould Corrup 
tion as to Fundamentals, ever hap-Þ 
pen again. Suffer in your ſelvsÞ ! 
no ridiculous Terrors, or falſe No MW: 
tions about Church Communion, A Gb: 
real Chriſtians, go where the 
will, are of ons Communion. Th Bill 
Chriſtian Church does not proper] 


conſiſt of Perſons, form'd undef * 

this or that Model of Worſhip ; bu Wea: 
of particular Perſons, out of A @ le: 
Churches. If the Doctrines of M Me! 


Reformation had been follow'd r | 


all their juſt Conſequences, tha u, 
woul 


ER IP ) 
\ ould have been no Term of Com- 


$1171 except the Scripture. Put be 
this as it may be. 


In Caſe you have no Opportu- 
Jity of hearing the genuine Gos- 
El, tis my ſincere Opinion, you 
ad better tarry at home, and read 
| | Chapter in the Bible, than be 
Neuiled with tinkling Sounds, and 
Jauſible Abſurdities. Mat is the 
. aff to the Wheat ? It avails not to 
fed with Chaff, even out of a 


Bi of Gold. 


$1 would not here inſinuate, or 
wean, that every Liy-man ought 
{ gn his Church, directly or ab- 
ch, but that it may be expedient 
r him to leave it in Part, or ſor an 
Pur, it may be, with a View to 
E neceſ- 


(34) 
neceſſary Edification. If CnRier 
be preach'd, it matters not where. 
If in the Church, tis well; if in 
the Meetings, tis well; but that 
he be preach'd, and fully known, 
ſeems, in my Opinion, the gre: 
Point needſul. Every Perſon is to 


do as he 1s perſuaded in his ow! 
Mind. 


I generally think moſt Men to 
much attached to a fingle Com 
munion, through the Force d 
Education and Cuſtom. If ever) 
Party would relax ſomewhat 1! 
this Point, perhaps it would |: 


better. pl 
in 

With Regard to the Affair 0 % 

. 
Communion, I ſhall relate a Fa: K 


ticular of Grotius. When that wil 
a 


( 35) 


and judicious Perſon lay upon his 
Death-Bed, a Crowd of Company 
who ſtood by, was ſolicitous to 
know, from his own Mouth, what 
Communion he might be ſaid to die 
in: Each of them ſecretly hoping 
ſome ſignal Advantage to their 
Party, from the Credit of to emi- 
nent a Member, on whole fide ſo- 
ever he ſhould happen to declare. 
All the Anſwer Grotius thought fit 
to return, was, that he ſhould dre in 
the Communion of JESUS CHRIST. 


Eccleſiaſtical Perſons may multi- 
ply the Heads of Chriſtian Belief 
in Church Creeds (for there is 
ſcarcely any End of enumerating 
Goſpel Truths) to as great Num- 
ber as they pleaſe, till the princi- 
pal Point will be, to Pelicve in 
E 2 CHRIST 


(369 
C1R18T for Juſtification. Keep thi 
in Sight. The Goſpel does ng 
appear to me, fo much a Myſten 
in any Reſpect, as that it may E 
juſtly eſteemed a Myſtery of Cum. 
paſſion and Beneficence in the Word; 
Sovereign Creator. 


In Caſe a Chriſſ ian's Faith be the 
Effect of divine Aſſiſtance, and nd 
the Effect of human Art, or 0 
Education, or Cuſtom, it will hav 
a Fruit attending it, of Picty, ar 
Sobriety in Lite. No Chriſtian cit 
have a Licenſe to ſin. Tis a iu 4 
ficient Happineſs to him, th: c 
Faith fully underſtood, gives H N 
religious Performances a como! H 
able Foundation to go upon ; i 
that ſuch a Perſon's Duties in L 


proceed henceforward, not w"" 
; i 


— — 
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Uncertainty and Doubt, but with 
Chearfulneſs and Satisfaction. 


In order to ſo clear a Diſcern- 
ment of Things, it ſeems neceſſa- 
ry, that all Perſons amongſt us, 


as well Laymen as Maniſters, 


ſhould be converſant in the Scrip- 
ture, and ſearch every Page with 


their own yes. Few Perſons 


come to real Religion by Hear- 


ay. 


'Tis high Time you enquire 


aſter the Old Way. Have Re- 


* 
* 
5 
F 
* 


X 
* 
* 


Dor this Way. Experience de- 


courſe to Old Books in all religious 
Matters, and eſpecially to the 
HoLy SCRIPTURES. 


I hope I have at leaſt open'd a 


clares 


(38) 


elares againſt every other Scheme, 


I hat have they brought forth? 4 
falſe Taſte in the preſent Age, 
with reſpect to Wit or Learning, 
may be tolerably conniv'd at; 
falſe Taſte in Religion muſt not be 


conniv'd at, it requires to be row 


died by having Recourſe to % 


Principles. This hath ſeem'd 9 
me the only Method of reſlor, 
Religion. 


cannot conclude better tha 


with the Words of the Apoſll 


Jude, 1: was needful for me to writ Þ 


unto you, and exbort you, that . 
Gould earneſily contend for the Fai, 
which was once deliver'd unto 1. 
Saints: That is to fay, in thi 


Time, and at the Forming of th: 


firſt Churches; and, give me Lea 


o 
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to immind you, was again deliver'd 
'to the Proteſtant World, at the 
important Time of the Refor- 
mation. 


J am, | 

if 
Gemlemen and Brethren, | 
Jour Faithſul | | 

Humble Servant, 

| PAULINUS. | 
| | 
| | 
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